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Reports

What I Learned from the Summer Intensive Course at Queens College
Takumi Ohnuma, National Institute of Technology, Numazu College
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Summer Intensive Course at the English Language Institute of QC
Hideaki Misawa, National Institute of Technology, Ube College
In this report I describe the summer

reading class, a writing class, and two listening

intensive course at the English Language

& speaking classes. Each class was held two

Institute of QC, which took place for six weeks

days a week for three hours. In the following, I

from July through the middle of August, 2015.

briefly introduce the classes that I attended.

The course consisted of 4 classes: a

The reading class focused on the way of
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reading that guesses the meaning of an

the difficulty in expressing them in English.

unknown word based on context clues which

Each class, in addition, covered a different

were words before or after the unknown word.

grammar unit with a textbook and handouts

This task was difficult for me and sometimes I

(Fig.1).

could not understand why such a word can be a

determiners,

context clue. Because the use of dictionary was

between
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nouns. Because some parts of rules are
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In the writing class I learned about a basic

Although the instructors have different

structure of essay and wrote an essay on a

teaching styles, they all ask students many

different topic every week. I think that the aim

questions in common. The instructor of the

of this class is to make students be able to

reading class told me that a professor’s job is to

notice and correct their errors by themselves
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rather than to learn about how to write an essay.

I feel that my listening skill has improved

The instructor pointed out that the errors of

over the intensive course. On the other hand,

tenses, articles and prepositions are common.

my speaking skill has not been improved very

The first listening & speaking class

well. By the end of my stay in NY, I hope I will

primarily dealt with idiom exercises and

be able to speak English more easily.

conversation practices with sample questions.
The instructor recommends students to watch a
lot of TV dramas and movies without English
subtitles. By following the advice, I went to see
a movie with my classmates. Because the
movie was Inside Out, a children’s film of

Fig. 1. Textbook and handouts.

Disney, I was able to enjoy it without subtitles.
The other listening & speaking class
included debates, pair discussions on TED talks
and

New

York

Times’

videos,

and

a

presentation. Although we had debates on death
penalty and gun-control, I couldn’t express my
opinions well due to the lack of experience and

Fig. 2. Group photograph of my class.
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